Arteriovenous malformation at the cervicomedullary junction: a case report with magnetic resonance imaging.
A rare case of arteriovenous malformation at the cervicomedullary junction is reported. A 72-year-old man developed symptoms of total transection of the upper cervical cord without evidence of subarachnoid hemorrhage. The arteriovenous malformation had an intramedullary nidus with an aneurysmal dilatation at the C-1 level. This lesion was diagnosed by magnetic resonance imaging and confirmed at autopsy. The neurological symptoms may have been due to compression of the spinal cord by the intramedullary lesion, followed by degeneration and necrosis. The usefulness of magnetic resonance imaging in the neuroradiological diagnosis is particularly emphasized.